Reprocessing enhances the stability of the waste before It
Is disposed of and Is a promilslng alternative to the U.S.
philosophy.
Ultimately, all of the countries engaged In reprocessing plan "deep geologic disposal" as a long term solution, and are faced with burying the waste some place.
Plane for doing this vary. Some Include reprocesslng. Some countries (U.K., Netherlands) are exploring a sea-bed burial option, Table 2 below sumnarizee HLW disposal plans for countries with significant nuclear power programsz"1 Lastly, while no specific mineral deposits are known to exist In the region, the possibility of future exploration for mineral, gas or oil deposits cannot be discounted. 
5'
Disposal" :
"Those Involved in HLW management must also avoid the trap of promising to reduce uncertainties to levels that are unattainable. Uncertainties are certain to persist. Whether the uncertainties In geologic disposal are too great to allow proceeding %an only be Judged in comparison to the projected risks and uncertainties for the alternatives, such as delayed Implementation of disposal or surface storage of spent fuel.
As a rule, the values determined from models should only be used for comparative purposes.
Confidence in the disposal techniques must come from a combination of remoteness, engineering design, mathematical modeling, performance assessment, natural analogues, and the possibility of remedial action in the event of unforeseen events."
The above excerpt represents the main deficiency the Board To answer the first part, when the Nuclear Waste Policy Act was first envisioned, a sense of urgency with respect to spent fuel building up at commercial nuclear power plants was a concern.
Since 1983, however, some actions have been taken to alleviate this concern (the re-racking and dry cask storage alluded to previously). The NRC began licensing dry cask storage schemes at the commercial nuclear sites in the 1980's
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and states that they are safe for 100 years worth of storage.
So the issue of the sites running out of storage space is effectively dead.
There Is n=t the sense of urgency, at least from a logistic velwpoint, that there appears to be.
There If any optimism that the HLW disposal questions summarized
In this paper exists, It may possibly be located in the 
